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Ideas for Teachers

to use with their pupils

after reading the story

“Big Head the Pirate Cat”

by Edward Williams

Resource sheet 1 – Sequencing activity

Print and laminate a copy of the story. Cut up the sections of the story and mix up. Children put then sequence the story. 

This activity can be used to discuss the structure of story: beginning; development of action; climax and resolution. This activity supports work on paragraphing and sentence structure.

Resource sheet 2 – Verb and adjective trawl
Use this copy of the story to track adjectives and verbs. Pupils can highlight all of the adjectives in the text and underline all of the verbs.

Resource sheet 3 – Word choice

Use this sheet for children to explore vocabulary choices.
Children insert suitable words into the gaps.

Resource sheet 4 – Story board

Use the template for children to draw six pictures to recount the story.

More able pupils could add speech and thought bubbles to each picture to explore what the character of Big Head says and thinks.

More suggestions…
· Role play - use drama and dance to explore the pirate battle.
· Punctuation practice - take a copy of the story and remove the punctuation marks. Children punctuate the story.

· Story Patience – enlarge copies of the story and laminate. Cut out each word. Children use the words to build their own story. They may omit 5 words and add 5 of their own.
· Create Pirate portfolios – think of suitable names and develop characterisation. This could be set out in the format of a ‘WANTED!’ poster.
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Resource sheet 1

Sequencing the story ‘Big Head the Pirate Cat’

	Big Head was a pirate cat.

A long time ago he lived on a pirate ship with a crew of fierce pirates.

He could be so fierce that even the biggest, roughest toughest pirates were sometimes scared of him.

	Big Head and the pirates used to sail their ship far and wide in search of treasure and were often seen sailing around the coast of Land’s End with a skull and crossed bones flag flying high on the tallest mast.

	One day Big Head and the pirates were sailing on their ship, far from land, with nothing much to do but play ‘catch the rat’ or polish the cannons.

Suddenly they came upon a ship that was loaded with treasure and precious stones which was on its way to Spain.

	Big Head and the pirates were ob it like a flash and a long, terrible battle took place.

There were pirates fighting sailors with pistols, swords and cutlasses.

Big Head used the sharp teeth and claws which were far better than any sword.

	There was a roar of cannons. Exploding cannon balls splintered wood and set fire to some of the sails, which made lots of thick black smoke. Some of the sailors jumped into the sea to get away from the flames.

Big Head even singed his own whiskers quite badly, that’s why they were not very long today.

	When the battle was over the pirates had won and they filled the hold of the pirate ship with precious stones and treasure.

Then they set sail as fast as they could back to Cornwall and safety.

	As the pirate ship approached the tip of Land’s End a big storm blew up.

There was lightning, thunder and driving rain which hid the light that shone from the lighthouse. Sadly the pirates could not see where they were going in the inky darkness.

	The pirates were so sure that the ship was going to be wrecked that they lowered the lifeboat and jumped in to save themselves.
All that is except Big Head, the pirate cat, the fiercest and bravest of them all.

	What he did was something very different. 
First he made his way to his cabin where he had a small wooden chest of precious stones. This he tied with string around his neck, so it would not be lost in the storm.

	Then he made his way to the tallest mast, the one with the flag on it, and he climbed right to the very top, high above the raging sea.

	Then as the pirate ship struck the rocks Big Head made a mighty leap onto the Land’s End cliff. He landed and fought his way up the rocks in the terrible storm to the shelter of the gorse bushes that grow there.

	For many years Big Head lived alone on the cliffs at Land’s End until one day he met Eddie the jewellery man who makes silver rings for people who visit Land’s End. They became the best of friends and to this very day Big Head spends most of his time asleep on a cushion on the end of Eddie’s work bench. From there he keeps a watchful eye on his treasure.
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Resource sheet 2
Tracking adjectives and trawling for verbs
Use the story to discuss the purpose of verbs and adjectives. 
Highlight the verbs and adjectives in the story.

Can the pupils find alternative verbs and adjectives to fit into the text?

	Big Head was a pirate cat.

A long time ago he lived on a pirate ship with a crew of fierce pirates.

He could be so fierce that even the biggest, roughest toughest pirates were sometimes scared of him.
Big Head and the pirates used to sail their ship far and wide in search of treasure and were often seen sailing around the coast of Land’s End with a skull and crossed bones flag flying high on the tallest mast.

One day Big Head and the pirates were sailing on their ship, far from land, with nothing much to do but play ‘catch the rat’ or polish the cannons.

Suddenly they came upon a ship that was loaded with treasure and precious stones which was on its way to Spain.
Big Head and the pirates were ob it like a flash and a long, terrible battle took place.

There were pirates fighting sailors with pistols, swords and cutlasses.

Big Head used the sharp teeth and claws which were far better than any sword.

There was a roar of cannons. Exploding cannon balls splintered wood and set fire to some of the sails, which made lots of thick black smoke. Some of the sailors jumped into the sea to get away from the flames.

Big Head even singed his own whiskers quite badly, that’s why they were not very long today.

When the battle was over the pirates had won and they filled the hold of the pirate ship with precious stones and treasure.

Then they set sail as fast as they could back to Cornwall and safety.

As the pirate ship approached the tip of Land’s End a big storm blew up.
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There was lightning, thunder and driving rain which hid the light that shone from the lighthouse. Sadly the pirates could not see where they were going in the inky darkness.

	The pirates were so sure that the ship was going to be wrecked that they lowered the lifeboat and jumped in to save themselves.

All that is except Big Head, the pirate cat, the fiercest and bravest of them all.

What he did was something very different. 

First he made his way to his cabin where he had a small wooden chest of precious stones. This he tied with string around his neck, so it would not be lost in the storm.

Then he made his way to the tallest mast, the one with the flag on it, and he climbed right to the very top, high above the raging sea.

Then as the pirate ship struck the rocks Big Head made a mighty leap onto the Land’s End cliff. He landed and fought his way up the rocks in the terrible storm to the shelter of the gorse bushes that grow there.

For many years Big Head lived alone on the cliffs at Land’s End until one day he met Eddie the jewellery man who makes silver rings for people who visit Land’s End. They became the best of friends and to this very day Big Head spends most of his time asleep on a cushion on the end of Eddie’s work bench. From there he keeps a watchful eye on his treasure.



Resource sheet 3

Word choice

Read the story. You will notice that some of the words are missing. Can you find appropriate words to insert into the spaces?

	Big Head was a pirate cat.

A long time ago he lived on a pirate ship with a crew of ____ pirates.

He could be so fierce that even the biggest, _______ toughest pirates were sometimes scared of him.
Big Head and the pirates used to sail their ship far and wide in search of treasure and were often seen sailing around the ____ of Land’s End with a skull and crossed bones flag flying high on the tallest mast.

One day Big Head and the pirates were sailing on their ship, far from land, with nothing much to do but play ‘catch the rat’ or polish the____.

Suddenly they came upon a ship that was loaded with treasure and precious _____ which was on its way to Spain.
Big Head and the pirates were ob it like a flash and a long, terrible battle took place.

There were pirates fighting sailors with pistols, ____ and cutlasses.

Big Head used the sharp teeth and claws which were far better than any sword.

There was a roar of cannons. Exploding cannon balls splintered wood and set fire to some of the sails, which made lots of thick ____ smoke. Some of the sailors jumped into the sea to get away from the flames.

Big Head even ______ his own whiskers quite badly, that’s why they were not very long today.

When the battle was over the pirates had won and they filled the hold of the pirate ship with precious ____ and treasure.

Then they set sail as fast as they could back to Cornwall and safety.

As the pirate ship approached the tip of Land’s End a big storm blew up.

There was lightning, thunder and _______ rain which hid the light that shone from the lighthouse. Sadly the pirates could not see where they were going in the _______ darkness.

	The pirates were so sure that the ship was going to be _____ that they lowered the lifeboat and _____ in to save themselves.

All that is except Big Head, the pirate cat, the fiercest and ______ of them all.

What he did was something very different. 

First he made his way to his cabin where he had a ____ wooden chest of precious stones. This he tied with string around his neck, so it would not be lost in the storm.

Then he made his way to the tallest mast, the one with the flag on it, and he ______ right to the very top, high above the raging sea.

Then as the pirate ship struck the rocks Big Head made a ____ leap onto the Land’s End cliff. He landed and fought his way up the rocks in the ____ storm to the shelter of the gorse bushes that grow there.

For many years Big Head lived alone on the cliffs at Land’s End until one ____ he met Eddie the jewellery man who makes silver rings for ____ who visit Land’s End. They became the best of friends and to this very day Big Head spends most of his time asleep on a ______ on the end of Eddie’s work bench. From there he keeps a _____ eye on his treasure.



Resource sheet 4
Complete a story board of the story. Use the description in the text to draw and colour six pictures that recount the story of ‘Big Head the Pirate Cat’
	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	











