Ideas for activities based on the story of Big Head the Pirate Cat 

and the Sea Dragon.

· Story Sequencing

Resource sheet 1 – print out the story. Laminate and cut up the sections. Re-order.

· Cloze procedure

Resource sheet 2 – print out the worksheet. Certain words have been deleted. Children select an appropriate word to fit the gap.

· Design a Fairy Feast for the Elves and Fairies Midsummer’s Eve Fairy Party.

Prepare a menu – add illustrations. Try to use examples of alliteration such as Perfect Pumpkin Pie; Marvellous Mango Mousse; Fancy Flying Fairy cakes;

· Consider writing a recipe as an instructional text for a dish from the Elves and Fairy Midsummer’s Party Menu. Use the appropriate key features

· Storyboard the story. Consider adding speech and thought bubbles for the character of Big Head.

· Develop freeze frames of the scenes from the book. Children could present a still which could be captured on a digital camera or visualiser. Pupils add annotations.

· Dragon designs - use different mediums: paint; pastels; collage.

· Write dragon poems – kennings or Haiku; Free Verse or rhyme.

· Prepare Pirate Portfolios. Create character description and picture of a particular pirate. 

· Hot-seating – select characters fro the story to hot-seat. Pupils ask the child in role questions linked to the story.

· Design and make your own pirate treasure.
Resource sheet 1
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Big Head the Pirate Cat and the Sea Dragon
	One Midsummer night Big Head the pirate cat was sitting on the cliff top at Land’s End.

He was looking out to sea, admiring the ships as they sailed past. Hey looked so beautiful in the moonlight reminding him of his old pirate days when he and his pirate crew would look for treasure.

	It was then that he saw the most beautiful ship sailing towards him. It didn’t sail in the water like other ships but seemed to glide on the very surface of the sea.

The tall masts held snowy white sails as they moved in the wind.

	This ship belonged to Big Head’s friends the good elves who were coming to visit Big Head and all the Piskies and Fairies of Land’s End.

The elves had been invited to join the Midsummer celebrations, where there would be plenty of music and dancing and lots of delicious things to eat and drink.

	Big Head watched as the ship sailed past the Long Ships Lighthouses towards a rock called the Armed Knight.

There she gracefully turned and came to a standstill dropping her anchor in the little cove at the bottom of Grebe Valley.

	Big Head ran down to the shore to greet them. The elves had lots of barrels and boxes but they would need help to carry them safely up the high slippery cliff.
As the elves came to shore in their rowing boats they called to Big Head asking him to catch the mooring ropes to help pull them up onto the beach.

	Big Head was doing this when suddenly there was a commotion in the water and a tremendous roar.
A mighty sea dragon arose from the depths of the sea. She had a huge spiky head and red glowing eyes; her body was covered in hard shiny green scales.

	Her mouth was full of long sharp teeth and slime dribbled from her jaws as she snapped at the elves. 

She had been sleeping in the cove and had been awakened by the arrival of the elves ship and was in a very bad temper.

	Big Head pulled the rope faster and faster to bring the elves to safety and out of the dragon’s reach.
But the dragon flicked out her tongue and caught the elfin king by his ankles hoisting him high in the air.

Big Head hissed and snarled and took a running jump and grabbed the king before the dragon could swallow him.

	Both the king and Big Head fell into the sea and quickly swam ashore.
All that was left in the dragon’s mouth were the king’s boots and she didn’t think them very tasty, so she spat them out onto the beach with disgust. She was so annoyed, she gave a deafening roar and with a flick of her spiky tail sank beneath the waves and was gone.

	All the elves cheered and danced and were very happy. The king was very grateful to his friend Big Head, he said he was very brave and presented him with a reward of elfin treasure.

Big Head and the elves then made their way to the Merry Maidens stone circle, where they had a magical fairy party.

	To this very day Big Head keeps the elfin king’s boots in a box next to his treasure.

If you ever come to Land’s End and visit Big Head – ask him nicely and he may let you see them!

	One Midsummer night Big Head the pirate cat was _________ on the cliff top at Land’s End.

He was looking out to sea, admiring the ships as they _____ past. Hey looked so ______ in the moonlight reminding him of his old pirate days when he and his pirate crew would look for treasure.

It was then that he saw the most beautiful ship sailing towards him. It didn’t sail in the water like other ships but seemed to ________ on the very surface of the sea.

The tall masts held _____ white sails as they moved in the wind.

This ship belonged to Big Head’s friends the good elves who were coming to visit Big Head and all the Piskies and Fairies of Land’s End.

The elves had been invited to join the Midsummer celebrations, where there would be plenty of ________ and _____ and lots of _______ things to eat and drink.

Big Head watched as the ship sailed past the Long Ships Lighthouses towards a rock called the Armed Knight.

There she ______ turned and came to a standstill dropping her anchor in the ________ cove at the bottom of Grebe Valley.

Big Head ____ down to the shore to greet them. The elves had lots of barrels and boxes but they would need help to carry them safely up the high _______ cliff.

As the elves came to shore in their rowing boats they called to Big Head asking him to catch the mooring ropes to help pull them up onto the beach.

Big Head was doing this when suddenly there was a commotion in the water and a ______ roar.

A ________ sea dragon arose from the depths of the sea. She had a huge spiky head and _____  glowing eyes; her body was covered in _______ shiny green scales.

Her mouth was full of _____ sharp teeth and slime dribbled from her jaws as she snapped at the elves. 

She had been sleeping in the cove and had been awakened by the arrival of the elves ship and was in a very _____ temper.

Big Head pulled the rope faster and faster to bring the elves to safety and out of the dragon’s reach.

But the dragon flicked out her tongue and caught the elfin king by his ankles hoisting him ______ in the air.

Big Head hissed and ______ and took a running jump and grabbed the king before the dragon could swallow him.

Both the king and Big Head fell into the sea and quickly swam ashore.

All that was left in the dragon’s mouth were the king’s boots and she didn’t think them very tasty, so she ______ them out onto the beach with ______. She was so annoyed, she gave a deafening roar and with a flick of her spiky tail _____ beneath the waves and was gone.

All the elves cheered and _____ and were very happy. The king was very grateful to his friend Big Head, he said he was very brave and presented him with a reward of elfin treasure.

Big Head and the elves then made their way to the Merry Maidens stone circle, where they had a magical fairy party.

To this very day Big Head keeps the elfin king’s boots in a box next to his treasure.

If you ever come to Land’s End and visit Big Head – ask him nicely and he may let you see them!



Resource sheet 2
